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1.  Functions in PHP: 

PHP (Hypertext Preprocessor) is a widely-used open-source server-side scripting language designed for 

web development. One of the core aspects of PHP, like any programming language, is its ability to 

handle functions. Functions in PHP are blocks of code designed to perform specific tasks and can be 

reused multiple times throughout a program.  

  USES OF FUNCTION IN PHP PROGRAM 

 Modularization: Functions allow you to break down your code into smaller, reusable 

units, making your code more organized and easier to maintain. 

  Code Reusability: Once you define a function, you can call it multiple times from 

anywhere within your PHP script or even from other PHP files, promoting code 

reusability and reducing redundancy. 

  Abstraction: Functions help in abstracting away complex logic, allowing you to focus 

on high-level functionality without getting bogged down in implementation details. 

 Encapsulation: Functions encapsulate a specific task or functionality, promoting 

encapsulation and reducing the likelihood of unintended side effects. 

 Readability: Well-named functions can make your code more readable and self-

explanatory, enhancing its understandability for both yourself and other developers. 

 Parameterization: Functions can accept parameters, allowing you to customize their 

behavior based on input values. This makes your code more flexible and adaptable to 

different scenarios. 

 Return Values: Functions can return values, enabling them to produce output or results 

that can be further used or manipulated by other parts of your code. 

 Testing and Debugging: Functions make it easier to test and debug your code because 

you can isolate specific functionality and focus on verifying its correctness 

independently. 
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FUNCTION DEFINITION:While creating a user defined function we need to 
keep few things in mind: 
1. Any name ending with an open and closed

parenthesis is a function. 
2. A function name always begins with the keyword function. 

3. To call a function we just need to write its name followed by 
parenthesis. 

4. A function name cannot start with a number. It can start with 
an alphabet or underscore. 

5. A function name is not case-sensitive. 

Syntax: 

function function_name() 

{ 

Executable code; 

} 

Example: 

<?php 

function func() 

{ 

echo "This is PHP program using Functions"; 

} 

func(); 

?> 

Output: 

This is PHP program using Functions 
SYNTAX: 

function functionName($parameter1, $parameter2, ...) { 

    // Function body 

    // Code to be executed when the function is called 

    // This can include any PHP code, such as variable assignments, conditionals, 

loops, etc. 

     

    // Optional: return statement to return a value from the function 
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    // return $returnValue; 

} 

Explanation of the syntax elements: 

function: This keyword is used to declare a function in PHP. 

 functionName: This is the name of the function you are defining. It should follow the 

same naming rules as variables in PHP. 

 $parameter1, $parameter2, ...: These are optional parameters that the function can 

accept. Parameters allow you to pass values to the function when it is called. 

 { ... }: This block contains the code that defines the behavior of the function. It can 

include any valid PHP code. 

 return: This keyword is used to specify the value that the function should return. It is 

optional and can be omitted if the function does not need to return a value. 
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STRINGS:  String is a sequence 

”JSSCOLLEGE” is string.Everything inside the quotes single(‘ ‘) or double(“ “) in php can 

be treated as string. There are

1. single quoted strings:

in a single quote. This

characters inside quotes.

Example 

<?php 

$str='JSS COLLEGE

echo ‘ welcome to $str

?> 

Output:     welcome to

In the above program the echo statement prints the variable name 

rather than printing the

single quote strings

characters.Hence the string is unable to identify

a variable name. 

2. double quoted strings:

within double quotes. This type of

characters inside quotes.

 2023-2024 

String is a sequence of characters.For example JSSCOLLEGE

is string.Everything inside the quotes single(‘ ‘) or double(“ “) in php can 

are 2 ways to specify string in PHP 

strings: We can create a string by enclosing

This type of strings does not process special

quotes. 

$str='JSS COLLEGE'; 

$str ’; 

to $str 

In the above program the echo statement prints the variable name 

the contents of the variables.this is because

strings in php does not process special 

characters.Hence the string is unable to identify the $ sign as start

strings: we can specify string by enclosing

double quotes. This type of strings can process special 

quotes. 

 JSSCACS 

 

of characters.For example JSSCOLLEGE’ or 

is string.Everything inside the quotes single(‘ ‘) or double(“ “) in php can 

enclosing text 

special 

In the above program the echo statement prints the variable name 

because 

php does not process special 

start of 

enclosing text 

strings can process special 
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Example 

<?php 

echo “Hello php I am double quote String\n"; 

$str="JSS COLLEGE"; 

echo “ welcome to $str”; 

?> 
Output: Hello php I am double quote String 

 
welcome to JSS COLLEGE 

In the above program we can see that the double quote string is processing 

the special characters according to their properties.The \n character is 

not printed and is considered as a newline .Also instead of the variable  

name  jsscollege  is printed 

Example 

<?php 

$str="Hello "php" I am 

double quote String"; echo 

$str; 

?> 

Output: Parse error: syntax error, unexpected 'quote'

 (T_STRING) in C:\wamp\www\string1.php on 

line 2 

Example 

<?php 

$str="Hello \"php\" I am 

double quote String"; echo $str; 

?> 

Output: Hello php I am double quote String 

Note: Using double quote  String  you  can  also  display  
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variable  value  on webpage 

CONCATENATION OF TWO STRINGS 

There are two string operators. The first is the concatenation operator 

(‘.‘), which returns the concatenation of its right and left arguments. 

The second is the concatenating assignment operator (‘.=‘), which 

appends the argument on the right side to the argument on the left 

side. 

Example1: 

<?php 

$a = 'Hello'; 

$b = 'World!'; 

$c = $a.$b; 
echo " $c \n"; 

?> 

Output: HelloWorld! 

Example2: 

<?php 

$fname = 'John'; 

$lname = 'Carter!'; 

$c = 

$fname." 

".$lname; 

echo " $c 

\n"; 

?> 

Output:John Carter! 

Example3: 

<?php 

$a = 'Hello'; 
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$a. = "World!";  

echo " $a \n"; 

?> 

Output: HelloWorld! 

STRING FUNCTIONS IN PHP 

PHP have lots of predefined function which is used to perform operation with string 
some functions are: 

1. strlen(): strlen() function returns the length of a string. 

Example 

<?php 

echo strlen("Hello world!"); 

?> 

Output: 12 

2. str_word_count(): str_word_count() function is  used  to  count  numbers  of 
words in given string. 

Example: 

<?php 

echo str_word_count("Hello world!"); 

?> 

Output: 2 

3. strrev(): strrev() function is used to revers any string. 

Example 

<?php 

echo strrev("Hello world!"); 

?> 

Output:!dlrow olleH 

4. strtolower(): strtolower() function is used to convert 

uppercase latter into lowercase latter. 

Example 

<?php 

$str="Hello friends i am HITESH"; 

$str=strtol
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ower($str)

; echo 

$str; 

?> 

Output: hello friends i am hitesh 

5. strtoupper(): PHP strtoupper() function is used to convert 

lowercase latter into uppercase latter. 

Example 

<?php 

$str="Hello friends i AM Hitesh"; 

$str=str toupper($str); echo $str; 

?> 

Output: HELLO FRIENDS I AM HITESH 

6. ucwords(): ucwords() function is used to convert first letter of 

every word into upper case. 

Example 

<?php 

$str="hello friends i am hitesh"; 

$str=ucwords($str); echo $str; 

?> 

Output: Hello Friends I Am Hitesh 

7. ucfirst(): ucfirst() function returns string

 converting first character into 

uppercase. It doesn't change the case of other characters. 

Example 
<?php 

function firstUpper($string) 

{ 

return(ucfirst($string)); 

} 

$string="welcome to JSSCOLLEGE"; echo (firstUpper($string)); 
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?> 

Output: Welcome to JSSCOLLEGE  

8. lcfirst(): lcfirst() function is used to convert first character into 

lowercase. It doesn't change the case of other characters. 

Example 

<?php 

function firstLower($string) 

{ 

return(lcfirst($string)); 

} 

$string="WELCOME to Jss"; echo (firstLower($string)); 

?> 

9. Output: wELCOME to Jss    

strstr()(or) strchr(): The strchr() function searches for the first 

occurrence of a string inside another string. 

Syntax: strchr(string,search) 

Example: 

<?php 

echo strchr("Hello world!","world"); 

?> 

output: world! 

Example: Search a string for the ASCII value of "o" and return 

the rest of the string: 

<?php 

echo strchr("Hello world!",111); 

?> 

Output: o world! 

Example: 

<?php 

$originalStr = "jss for students"; 

$searchStr = "jss" ; 
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echo strchr($originalStr, $searchStr); 

?> 

Output: jss for students 

Program 2: Program to demonstrate strchr() fucntion when word is not found. 

<?php 

$originalStr = "geeks for geeks"; 

$searchStr = "gfg" ; 

echo strchr($originalStr, $searchStr); 

?> 

Output: -NIL- 

10. strcmp():Compare two strings with case-sensitive manner 
Syntax: strcmp(string1,string2) 

This function returns: 

0 - if the two strings are equal 

<0 - if string1 is less than string2 

>0 - if string1 is greater than string2 

Example: 

<?php 

echo strcmp("Hello","Hello"); echo "<br>"; 

echo strcmp("Hello","hELLo"); 

?> 

Output: 0 

-1 

Example: 

<?php 

echo strcmp("Hello world!","Hello world!")."<br>"; 

echo strcmp("Hello world!","Hello")."<br>"; // string1 is  greater  than  string2 echo 

strcmp("Hello world!","Hello world! Hello!")."<br>"; // string1 is less than string2 

?> 

Output: 0 

7 
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-7 

11. strcasecmp():Compare two strings with case-insensitive manner 

Syntax: strcasecmp(string1,string2) 

This function returns: 

0 - if the two strings are equal 

<0 - if string1 is less than string2 

>0 - if string1 is greater than string2 

Example: <?php 

echo strcasecmp("Hello","HELLO"); echo strcasecmp("Hello","hELLo"); 

?> 

Output: 0 

0 

 

Example: 

<?php 

echo strcasecmp("Hello world!","HELLO WORLD!"); // The two strings are equal echo 

strcasecmp("Hello world!","HELLO"); //  String1  is  greater  than  string2 echo 

strcasecmp("Hello world!","HELLO WORLD! HELLO!"); // String1 is less than string2 

?> 

Output: 0 

7 

-7 

strncmp(): The strncmp() is used to compare first n character of two strings. This function is 

case-sensitive which points that capital and small cases will be treated differently, during 

comparison. 

Syntax:     strncmp( $str1, $str2, $len ) This function returns: 

0 - if the two strings are equal 

<0 - if string1 is less than string2 

>0 - if string1 is greater than string2 

Example: 

<?php 
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$str1 = " JSS college mysore 571125 "; 

$str2 = "SS college mysore ooty road mysore"; 

// Both the strings are equal 

$test=strncmp($str1, $str2, 16 ); 

echo "$test"; 

?> 

Output:-51 

12. strpos():It enables searching particular text within a string. It works simply by 

matching the specific text in a string. If found, then it returns the specific position. If 

not found at all, then it will return “False”. 

Syntax:      Strpos(string,text); 

Example 

<?php 

echo strpos(“Welcome to Cloudways”,”Cloudways”); 

?> 

Output: 11 

13. Str_replace(): It used for replacing specific text within a string. 

Syntax: Str_replace(string to be replaced,text,string) 

Example 

<?php 

echo str_replace(“cloudways”, “the programming world”, “Welcome to 

cloudways”); 

?> 

Output: Welcome to the programming world 

14. str_repeat(): This function is used for repeating a string a specific number of times. 

Syntax:Str_repeat(string,repeat) 

Example 

<?php 

echo str_repeat(“=”,13); 

?> 

Output: ============= 
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15. substr():This function you can display or extract a string from a particular position. 

Syntax:substr(string,start,length) 

Example 

<?php 

echo substr(“Welcome to Cloudways”,6).”<br>”; 

echo substr(“Welcome to Cloudways”,0,10).”<br>”; 

?> 

Output: e to Cloudways 

Welcome to 

16. chunk_split():The chunk_split() function splits a string into a 

series of smaller parts. 

Syntax: chunk_split(string,length,end) 

Example: Split the string after each sixth character and add a "..." after each 

split: 

<?php 

$str = "Hello world!"; 

echo chunk_split($str,6,"..."); 

?> 

Output: Hello ...world!... 
17. trim():Removes whitespace or other characters from both sides of a string Parameter

 Description string Required. 

 Specifies the string to check charlist Optional. Specifies which characters to remove 

from the string.  

If omitted, all of the following characters are removed: "\0" - NULL 

"\t" - tab 

"\n" - new  line  

“\x0B" - vertical tab  

"\r" - carriage return 

" " - ordinary white space 

Example: 

<?php 
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echo trim(" testing ").”<br>”;  

echo trim(" testing ", " teng"); 

?> 

Output: testing sti 

18. ltrim(): Removes whitespace or other characters from the left side of a string 

Syntax: ltrim(string,charlist) 

<?php 

$str = "Hello World!"; echo  $str  . "<br>"; echo ltrim($str,"Hello"); 

?> 

Output: Hello World! 

World! 

19. rtrim(): Removes whitespace or other characters from the right side of a string 

Syntax: rtrim(string,charlist) 

<?php 

$str = "Hello World!"; echo $str . "<br>"; 

echo rtrim($str,"World!"); 

?> 

Output: Hello World! 

Hello 

Write a PHP program to count number of characters in a given string. 

<?php 

$text="w3resource"; 

$search_char="r"; 

$count="0"; 

for($x="0"; $x< strlen($text); $x++) 

{ 

$count=$count+1; 

} 

echo $count."\n"; 

?> 

Function Description 
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chop() Removes whitespace or other characters 

from the right end of a string 

chr() Returns a character from a specified 

ASCII value count_chars() Returns information about characters 

used in a string echo() Outputs one or more strings 

explode() Breaks a string into an array 

fprintf() Writes a formatted string to a specified output stream 

parse_str() Parses a query string into variables 

print() Outputs one or more strings 

printf() Outputs a formatted string 

sprintf() Writes a formatted string to a variable 

sscanf() Parses input from a string according to a format 

str_getcsv() Parses a CSV string into an array 

str_ireplace() Replaces some characters in a string 

(case-insensitive) str_pad() Pads a string to a new length 

str_replace() Replaces some characters in a string 

(case-sensitive) str_shuffle() Randomly shuffles all  characters  in  

a  string str_split() Splits a string into an array 

strcspn() Returns the number of characters found 

in a string before any part of some 

specified characters are found 

stripos() Returns the position of the first 

occurrence of a string inside another 

string (case-insensitive) 

stristr() Finds the first occurrence of a string 

inside another string (case-insensitive) 

strrchr() Finds the last occurrence of a string 

inside another string 

strripos() Finds the position of the last occurrence of a string 

inside another string (case-insensitive) 

strrpos() Finds the position of the last 
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occurrence of a string inside another 

string (case-sensitive) 

strspn() Returns the number of characters found 

in a string that contains only characters 

from a specified charlist 

substr() Returns a part of a string 

substr_compare() Compares two strings from a specified start position 

(binary safe and optionally case-

sensitive) substr_count() Counts the number of times a 

substring occurs in a 

string 

substr_replace() Replaces a part of a string with another string 
 

 


